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CHRISTMAS
EVE

Musical Prelude 7:00 PM
Candlelight Worship 7:30 PM

Featuring
Plymouth Choir, Youth Choir. and Plymouth Bells
Organ, Brass, and Tympani
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CHRISTMAS DAY

December 25, 2011 Ten-t hi

rty

Liturgist
Greeters ....ooeiiieeeei e Bill and Phyllis Tomlinson
Social Hour Hostesses

Dorothy Rice and Rev. Joy Baumgartner

Altar GUIld ..., Bunny McComb

NEW YEARG DAY
COMMUNION SUNDAY

January 1, 2012 Ten-t hirty

LITUPQIST et Mary Robison
GIrEELEIS v Rob Hunt and Lisa Bolton-Hunt
Social HOUr HOSEESS  ...veiii e Helen Elliott
ARRAE GUIIA oo Marcia Cornell

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2011

10:30 AM
SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
ALittle Things Count

REv. Joy A. BAUMGARTNER

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 100
Matthew 2:1-12

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2012
10:30 AM
AWhat 6s i n a
REv. JoY A. BAUMGARTNER

Name?po

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 7:10-17
Luke 1:26-33
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR PLYMOUTH CHURCH FAMILY

NEWLIFEASSISTERIVINGCENTER 607 TRNEFRST., IEWITT, MI 48820
Doug Melville

HOLTSENIORCARE& REHABCENTERHOLT
Ruth Fransisco

BURCHANHLLS

Erdine Phillips

Catherine Stow
Tom Tabler

DELTARETIREMENCENTER
Dale Granger

TIMBERRIDGESENIORASSISTELIVING
Charles and Joyce Schroeder

HOME
Mike Bushnell Marlene Patterson
Kathy Caulder (friend of BrynnaBolle Al | en Ropp (Cl ayt
Mar k Christle (MeRoyal Snyder (Cl 8

Suzanne Hunt
Katherine McDowell Gary Thomas

Bev Miller Joyce Vance
Helen Milliken (friend of Ealanor Smii Heather Weldon

Bar bara OO6 Nbtuanlt 6(slL (granddaughter of Marilyn Hastings

( Ro t Eleanor Thede (friend of Marilyn Hag

(Phil

SERVINGN THEMILITARYN AFGHANISTAN
Cal Caverly (soHaw of Ron & Kathy Farnum)
Kenneth Smith, U.S. Air Force (cousin of Bonnie Rose)

OTHERMILITARYSERVICE
John Chain, Jr. (nephew of David Chain) Coast Guard
Adam Hedlund (grandson of David & Margaret Hedlund) U.S. Air Force,
Jeffrey Rodeellows, U.S. Navy, Pensacola, FL (grandson of Bonnie R

on
¥ D
tings)

Br

L angle
bse)

REV. JOY BAUMGARTNER, INTERIM MINISTER

2216 Wood Street, Lansing, Ml 48912
Home Phone: (517) 721-1306 -- Cell (in emergency) (517) 899-6784

revioyb@aol.com pastor@plymouthlansing.org
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_*HarPY * .
BIRT DAY!

January 16 6 31

1/16 David DeVries

1/19 Rob Hunt _

1§19 Agee” Lampman There are openingdin

1/21 Ed Crouse

e S| Sy forfowers
1/22 Roger Stuart P .

1/23  Alva Johnson memory or in honor of a

1/25 Katherine McDowell loved one. _

1/26 Erdine Phillips Please call Marcia Qlds
1/28 Corey DelLine at 3360439 or the chufch
1/29  Kyle Erickson office at 489495.

1/30 Alex Hunt

MY PERSONAL THANKS

As much as | try to thank each member and friend for a
card or letter or special kindnesses, | worry that someone will
be missed. | want to thank each and every one of you who,
during this year, has assisted me especially during the times
of my surgeries. Your great food, rides to therapy, sitting at
my side before and after surgery, and your patience as | re-
covered have been appreciated more than you can ever
know. As the one who usually serves as the care taker, it is
certainly an eye opening experience to be on the receiving
end of such wonderful care and love. | thank you all from the
bottom of my heart.

JOY

THE CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Interim Ministgin Dale Smith, Dir. of Music/Comm./Ever
Rev. David Bandfield, Associate Minister pr, Penny Draper, @Bsrector of Music
Lisa BolteHunt, Assistant Minister Darlene Greenman Ross, Organisi

Margaret Wallin, Assistant Minister Tina M. Thompson, Financial Secretar
Betty Briggs, Director of Rel. Ed. Ronald L. Silky, Sexton
Joan Chandler, Administrative Assistant James J. Triante
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REV. JOY BAUMGARTNER

PASTOROGS PASSAGE

What a year it has been
at Plymouth! As | look back |
am amazed at what a con-
gregation this size can ac-
complish. Someone asked
me recently to name some
of the things
of as the pastor of this
church during this interim
time and | have to say that it
would be the renewed inter-
est in benevolences. The
Benevolence Board has
gone above and beyond in
its normal leadership in this
area, not only placing a new
emphasis on assuring that a
portion of our operating
budget is designated for lo-
cal and world missions, but
also their hard work and
manual labor involving the
Mobile Food Pantry and
other missions around the
city. And they have done this
not only with the official
members of the Board, but
with many volunteers de-
voted to missions.

But 1 tds not
nevolence Board and those
volunteers that are working
toward this goal of fulfilling

Christods call
nl east of God
our Womenods F
our Womenobds C
our Youth and

Ministry Team are all in-
volved. Individually, mem-
bers of Plymouth are visible
throughout this community
as we serve the poor
through our Wednesday
morning Clothes Closet, the
Wary Brewstet Baby Comery
as well as serving as volun-
teers at Christian Services
and the various mission en-
deavors throughout the city.

We have also reached
out into the community
through our music program
as well. Plymouth has al-
ways been known as a
Church that provided the
very best in music and this
year has been no exception.
We have offered our series
of summer outdoor concerts,
a series of indoor concerts,
and our worship services
have been exceptional.

The addition of the Glory
Service on the second Sun-
day of each month has been

Continued on Page 4
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PASTORGS PASSAGE

(continued from Page 3

a welcome addition especially to our younger members and
families as we celebrate with instruments and hymns that are |
especially easy for our chil dr e |
Moments where | have an opportunity to share some personal B

time with the children. Fortunately, | have also heard that
many of our older members have come to find inspiration and
comfort in this service as well as the traditional service.

Our children are also benefiting from a more expanded
music program this year where they have music every Sunday
at the end of Sunday School and will be participating in wor-
ship on a more regular basis, as well as an opportunity to
come for music lessons on Thursday afternoons. And the One
Room Schoolhouse curriculum chosen for them this year has
been exceptional in its biblical interpretation while providing
fun and fellowship.

As | look over my calendar from month to month, | find
myself in awe. Each Board and Committee has worked hard to
accomplish their goals with a cooperative spirit and hopefully :
with Christ always at the center. And now, the future stands N

. '.“‘H
before us with an open and extended welcome. The Search SRR R E R R L
Committee has begun their work as they assemble our Church
Profile and try to find that one person who will lead you and
become part of this worshiping Family of God. Their task is
monumental, and yet one of the greatest gifts they will ever
give this Church.

As we celebrate the birth of Christ together this week-
end and then move into the New Year, pray with all your
might. Pray for your Church leaders and Pastors, pray for the
Search Committee and pray for one another as we march into
this future together. As | prepare to leave you upon the arrival
of a new settled minister, | will leave here with love in my heart
and a grateful spirit that | have been given the privilege of

serving you i the people of Plymouth. Thank you to Shawn Sparks for being the voice of the
Giver in the Christmas Play, Totally Christmas.
Grace and Love to you,

Joy
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CHILDREN® CHRISTMAS PLAY® DECEMBER 11, 2011 Book REVIEW AND

DISCUSSION

=

gl Beginning January 11, 2012,

{ ' and continuing on Wednesdays at
6:00 PM, the Board of Religious Edu-
cation will be offering a book review

- and discussionof Li z Cur t ifs

‘_.]l‘—".f[ii.":::! iSlightly Bad Gi.fl s
YL U0 Letos see what ofr

3 ‘l parts, such as Sarah, Hagar, Re-
ad Glr S bekah, Leah, and Rachel have in
ofthe |

common with todayps
Books are available from
the Church office for $11.

Christmas Eve Aftergl

Immediately following the 7:30 pn se
Williams Fellowship Hall

Pl ease bring your] f
to sharéi can be sweets (cookigp,
brownies, candy) or nesweet (chees
Christmas Sve and crackers, chips, dips, etc.). Cofee

Afterglow and punch provided.




FROM THE B OARD OF BENEVOLENCES €&
OPPORTUNITY AND NEEDS

f‘":

Samaritan’s Purse’

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF

Samaritand6és Purse is a const
Christ is needed in our conflicted world. There is a new insta-
bility in N. Korea with the death of KimJong Il, continued strife
in Africa, Haiti and economic hardship here at home. They go
wherever God calls. They are asking us to pray. We can do
that.

Thanks to all you contributed hats, mittens and scarves to our
Mitten Tree and all who suppo
given the gift of Warmth and Love.

The City Rescue Mission is working
with Finleyds Ame
any noni perishable food item and
receive a $5 certificate good for
January-Mar ch, 2012.
supported the mission for more than
a decade. The mission is always in need of toilet paper, new
mends/ womends under weshirts and pajac
mas [XL & XXL], gloves, mittens, scarves, hooded sweat-
shirts, mends jeans, copy
shaving cream.

P a

FYI: Want to check out the integrity of a charity? Go to
www.charitynavigator.org.

ani
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For the younger set, Jonathan Toomey has a heavy
heart. Inside a drawer he never opens, lies a lace handker-
chief, a tiny white blanket, and a por-
X trait of a wife and child lost to him
fl forever. Widow McDowell has come
B to call, and asks Mr. Toomey if he
would carve a new créche for her for
Christmas and allow her young son
towatch. Susan Woj ci ¢
AThe Christmas M
t han T o dshjust what we need
to bring about our Christmas spirit
and realize all we have to be thank-
ful for during this wonderful Advent Season.

ANNOUNCING DINNERS FOR 8

The Board of Deacons will
be kicking off our new program,
Dinners for 8, right after the new
year. What is Dinners for 8? It is an
opportunity for small groups to
share table fellowship and get to /
know each other better. The idea is
that you sign up to attend a dinner
with a host/hostess and Plymouth members you do not know
well, in order to get to know them better. Each person or fam-
ily unit will bring a dish to pass that serves 8.

Norm and Mary Robison and Lisa Bolton-Hunt and
Rob Hunt have graciously offered to open their homes in
January for our first two dinners. Please sign up in Williams
Fellowship Hall after church on December 25 and January 1
or by calling the Church office.

Robinsonb6s di
January 6th.

Bolton-Hunts dinner will be at their home at 6:30 pm
Saturday, January 14th.

nner wi | | b g
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FROM THE JOYCE GRANGER MEMORIAL LIBRARY é

HEIEIAN

The Advent Season above all
other seasons is the time to sing out
with joy at the wonder we celebrate
culminating at Christmas Eve service.
ACome Let Us i Atdries e

———T Behind the Most Cherished Christ-
COME LETUS mas Hy rbpRobert J. Morgan,

ADORE HIM tells the stories behind our most loved

RS carols Aancient ar
ampl e, nGo Tell | t
was originally a Negro spiritual sung
during the bitter days of slavery by the
workers on American plantations. The
Jubilee Singers of Fisk University un-
covered these plantation songs for the world to love. You will
find such interesting information behind these beloved carols.
This book was a Gift from Charles Gabler.

Each Christmas we celebrate B S
with memories from the past as well [ = a0
as making new memories. edyras o e i,
AChristmas Memor i CHRISTN\A
peso by Marion Wal 00 0
gives us flashes from times past with
the sharing of recipes for holiday N\EMQRlES
foods and family gatherings. Well N E 07 vy o ik
known artists of the kitchen such as | i REC IPES

Martha Stewart, Julia Child, and
Craig Claiborne, just to name a few, o
share their recollections of their holi- [T = e o8
days spent in the kitchens as well

around the world. This book was given in Loving Memory
of Marilyn Fowler by Paul E. Hawkins.

14

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
store, 1020 S. Washington Ave. was
completely destroyed in a fire, all
contents deemed a total loss. The
non-profit organization accepts dona-
tions of gently used household
goods, furniture, clothes, books, etc.
for resale, profits being used for com-
munity services. The society provides
$20,000-$25,000 in utility assistance every month, while work-
ing with the citydés housing
credibly fast emergency assistance. Their imnmediate need is
for a temporary client assistance office and a warehouse to
hold donations and set up a
warehouse but want to help? Call them at 517.484.5395 to
lend them a helping hand or give a contribution. More impor-
tantly...a little prayer for their future in our community and
thanks that no one was injured or killed.

Christian Services has included us as part of their Entire
Church Network clearinghouse because of our Prescription
Ministry and our Clothing Mi
work in our closet, especially Betty Briggs and Pat Carrow.
Olivet Baptist Church carries out an Emergency Diaper Minis-
try. One woman there delivers diapers when called. Olivet is
collecting diapers sizes 3, 4 & 5 or they are taking monetary
donations to purchase diapers and formula. Would anyone
here like to help her? See Betty Briggs for more details. Our
Rose Standish Circle will be hosting David Brock, speaker,
from Sparrowds Nest, March,

New Directions Ministries collects print material for prisoners,
giving them an opportunity to grow in faith and an opportunity
to learn. Donate print materials you no longer use, especially
Christian 1 based materials like Bibles, books,, magazines, au-

dio/video tapes, DVDs,CDs,Reader 6 s, Damde sc hsi |

materials for waiting rooms. For delivery info, call them at
517.319.5741, ext 12 or email:
lenh@newdirectionsministries.org

7
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Christmas Blessingis

The ministers and staff at Plymouth pray that ghe bl
ings God brought to the world in Christ may be both re:
joyous for you and yourg t
tify every momehthe year ahead.

NEW MEMBERS
RECEIVED DECEMBER 18 2011
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Rev. Joy, Donald Smith, Shannon Kelley, Charles Gabler

Shannon Kelley

1036 Lenore Ave.

Lansing, M1 48910
487-1126

Donald G. Smith

1036 Lenore Ave.

Lansing, M| 48910
487-1126

BOARD OF DEACONS
NEEDS YOUR ASSISTANCE

_ LOWSHIP |
Please sign up at coffee

hour to host a coffee hour. This includes bringing treats.
There are several openings in January/February.

Also sign up to be greeters before church.




CONGREGATIONAL HISTORY
AND UNDERSTANDING

One of our members came to me recently and asked
about an adult class to help our congregation become more
familiar with the history and polity of the Congregational Way.
Our staff and Religious Education Board and even our Dea-
cons had talked about this several times. This person, how-
ever, asked if this type of class could be held AFTER WOR-
SHIP on Sundays for approximately 4-6 weeks from 11:45 to
12:30 p.m. Many people sing in the choir or have multiple ac-
tivities during the week that prevent them from coming either
during the day or even in
to our Religious Education Board and we will look at schedul-
ing a class such as this in the new year. However, WE NEED
YOU TO LET US KNOW IF YOU WILL BE A PART OF IT
AND SIGN UP!

So, please call the Church office and let Joan know that
you would like to be on the list of those interested. We will
then schedul e the c¢l ass . ChBrcht
Life for other offerings as well.

t je

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE

E-mail addresses for Search Committee members
Glen Anderson i Glen.D.Anderson@gmail.com
Mary Bandfield i Mbandfield@gmail.com
Ray Cook i bowstreetrunner@sbcglobal.net
Bill Draper i draperw@msu.edu
Clint Dunni dunncandb@aol.com
Chuck Gabler i chasgabler@yahoo.com
Margaret Hedlund 7 hedlund418@comcast.net
Debby Hoyt 1 dehoytl @hotmail.com
Fred Miller T fritzmiller33@att.net

If you have questions, concerns, or comments for the
Search Committee, please feel free to contact any of us.

12

SPAGHETTI DINNER
OUTREACH

Several months ago Ply-
mouth received a $500 grant to
help feed those in need in the
community. Mary Brewster Circle
will start the ball rolling in January by making a spaghetti din-
ner for 200 on the 12th. The bulk of the food will be trans-
ported to the Mission on Michigan Avenue. It will then be di-
vided between the men at the Mission and the Women &
Children on the south end of town. Food for 50 people is be-
ing planned to be serviced at the church. As this is the first
time for this mission we are trying to stay flexible. We are
looking for anyone who wants to be a part of this on January
12: to cook, transport, serve, or clean. Will your group be the
next one up for this challenge in February? Let's talk it up!
Thank you

Find us on

Facebook

Plymouth has a FaceBook page of it's own. Here is
the link where you can find it:

http://www.facebook.com/groups/plymouthchurchlansing/

We have pictures, music, videos and more. Most of all
it is communication for church members. There are remind-
ers of special events, what groups are meeting, and news
good and bad of Church members. Come and join us.
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JANUARY 2012

SUNDAY M ONDAY T UESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 ) 6 7
9:30 Living the Question | Church Office Closed 800 Menbés Morring Manna Church Office Clos¢d
10:30 Worship 10:00 Clothes Closet 4:00 Youth Music G¥5K
11:30 Social Hour 4:45 Youth Music Gr18
1:00 Library Committee| 12:30 No Day But Today
6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Plymouth Choir
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30 Living the Question | 8:30Greater Lansing 9:30 Capital Area Church Office Clos¢d
9:30 Youth Group Garden Club Music Teachers 1:00 Bylaws Committee
10:30 Service of Glory 12:30 No Day But Today 4:00 Youth Music Gk5K
10:30 Sunday school/Musi¢ 1:00 Rose Standish 1:00 Alzheimer Support 4:45 Youth Music GrlB
11:30 Potluck Luncheon 7:00 Board of Trustees Circle Group
2:00 Matinee Musicale 7:00 Lansing Storytellerp 4:30 Board of Music 6:00 Book Review 6:30 Bell Choir
Recital 7:00 LCC Scenes Class 7:00 Mary Brewster Circle] 7:30 Plymouth Choir
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 Living the Question 800 Menbés Morrling Manna Church Office Clos¢d
9:30 Youth Group 12:00 Low Vision Suppoit 10:00 Clothing Closet
10:15 Pilgrim Fellowship Group 10:00 Alzheimer Male 4:00 Youth Music GE5K
10:30 Worship Caregivers Support Gr4:45 Youth Music GrlB
10:30 Sunday school/Musi¢ 12:30 No Day But Today
11:45 Bd of Benevolences 6:30 Bell Choir
11:45 Board of Deacons 7:30 Plymouth Choir
11:45 Bd. Of Religious Ed. 6:00 Book Review/ 6:45 Movie Night
2:00 Performing Arts 7:00 Church Council Girlfriends
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30 Living the Question Church Office Clos¢d10:30 Positive Visior
9:30 Youth Group 12:30 No Day But Today 12:00 DAR Luncheon Committee
10:30 Worship 4:00 Youth Music Gr5K
10:30 Sunday school/Musi¢ 4:45 Youth Music Grl1B
11:45 Social Hour
7:00 Lay Ministers 700 Penny Dr & pe00 Bodk Review 6:30 Bell Choir
7:00 LCC Scenes Clasq Piano Recital 7:30 Plymouth Choir
29 30 31

9:30 Living the Question
9:30 Youth Group
10:15 Pilgrim Fellowship
10:30 Worship
10:30 Sunday school/Musi
11:30 Social Hour
11:30 Library Open House

Chorus

7:00 LCC Scenes Class

9:30 Matinee Musicale

PLYMOUTICONGREGATIONEHURCH

2001 E. RANDRIVERAVENUE
LANSINGMCHIGAMI891 23286
Phone(517) 489495
Fax:(517) 482588
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