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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2011
10:30 AM

“THE HoPE OF LITTLE DOGS”
REV. DAVID BANDFIELD

GosPEL: Mark 7: 24-30

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2011
10:30 AM
“Soul Food”
REV. Joy A. BAUMGARTNER

GOSPEL: John 6:30-51
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REFORMATION SUNDAY

October 30, 2011 Ten-thirty O’clock

Liturgist...........ccooii Glen Anderson
Greeters.........ccoooovviiiiiiiiie e, David and Marie DeVries
Social Hour Host and Hostess............ Tom and Marcia Cornell
Altar Guild ..o Marcia Cornell

The flowers at the altar are provided by the Rose Standish
Circle.

THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
November 6, 2011 Ten-thirty O’clock

Liturgist........... David Chain
Greeters..........ooooevieiiiiee, Ron and Kathy Farnum
Altar Guild ..............cccooeeii Jackie Stebbins

The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God by a

Church member.
E @ @ !
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The Board of Religious Education will be hosting a
mini Halloween Party during coffee hour on October 30. We
are looking for donations of wrapped candy and items that
can be used for cupcake/doughnut decorating.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR PLYMOUTH CHURCH FAMILY

BANNER BAYWOOD MEDICAL CENTER, MESA, AZ
Priscilla Egelston (Nancy Bandfield’s mother)

NEW LIFE ASSISTED LIVING CENTER, 607 TURNER ST., DEWITT, MI 48820
Doug Melville

HoLT SENIOR CARE & REHAB CENTER, HOLT
Ruth Fransisco

BURCHAM HILLS

Erdine Phillips

Catherine Stow
Tom Tabler

DELTA RETIREMENT CENTER
Dale Granger

TIMBER RIDGE SENIOR ASSISTED LIVING
Charles and Joyce Schroeder

HOME

Jeanne Bolton Allen Ropp (Clayton Ropp’s brother)

(Lisa Bolton-Hunt's step-mother) Royal Snyder (Clayton Ropp’s cousin)
Kathy Caulder (friend of Brynna Bolley) Eleanor Thede (friend of Marilyn Hastings)
Maritza Christle (Melynda Christle’s aunt) Gary Thomas
Mark Christle (Melynda Christle’s cousin) Joyce Vance (Phil Brown’s wife)

Barbara O’'Neal (Lisa Bolton-Hunt’s aunt) Heather Weldon
Marlene Patterson (granddaughter of Marilyn Hastings)
Carolyn Wickham

SERVING IN THE MILITARY IN AFGHANISTAN
Kenneth Smith, U.S. Air Force (cousin of Bonnie Rose)

OTHER MILITARY SERVICE
John Chain, Jr. (nephew of David Chain) Coast Guard
David Granger, Fort Campbell, KY—WELCOME HOME
Adam Hedlund (grandson of David & Margaret Hedlund) U.S. Air Force, Langley, VA
Jeffrey Rose-Fellows, U.S. Navy, Pensacola, FL (grandson of Bonnie Rose)
Ray Underwood (nephew of Glen & Marcia Anderson) WELCOME HOME

REvV. JOY BAUMGARTNER, INTERIM MINISTER
2216 Wood Street, Lansing, Ml 48912
Home Phone: (517) 721-1306 -- Cell (in emergency) (517) 899-6784
revioyb@aol.com pastor@plymouthlansing.org
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HarpPY
BIRT DAY!

November 16—30

11/16  John Quinn

11/17  Tomiko Carlson
11/19  Christine Kittleson
11/20  Eleanor Berden
11/20  Maxine Scott

11/21 J Chamberlai
ean Chamberlain fore you go to bed on Sat-

11/21 Laurie Kelly . urday night, November
11/22 Robert VanKirk 5th.

11/24  Michael Bushnell
11/25  Jean Bolley

11/26  Donald Merillat
11/28  Christen Chappelle
11/30  Stephanie Andress
11/30  Steven Kushion

Be sure to turn your
clocks back one hour be-

SUNDRY SeHopr
TRY-0UTS DAy

CALENDAR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2011
9:30 AM Living the Questions

9:45 AM Youth Group Discussion
10:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM Social Hour
2:00 PM Life Christian Church Worship
7:00 PM MSU State Singers Concert

“| found our turkey!”

THE CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Interim Minister ~ John Dale Smith, Dir. of Music/Comm./Events
Rev. David Bandfield, Associate Minister Dr. Penny Draper, Ass’t Director of Music
Lisa Bolton-Hunt, Assistant Minister Darlene Greenman Ross, Organist

Margaret Wallin, Assistant Minister Tina M. Thompson, Financial Secretary
Betty Briggs, Director of Rel. Ed. Ronald L. Silky, Sexton
Joan Chandler, Administrative Assistant James J. Triantaflos, Ass’t. Sexton
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REV. JOY BAUMGARTNER

PASTOR’S PASSAGE

Last week, our Church
Council elected those who will
serve on the Senior Minister
Search Committee. What an
honor and a privilege, but also
an incredible responsibility.
These folk will bond together to
become one unit representing
Plymouth Church. They will
work together on the Church
Profile that will go on line at the
National Association and work
with the NA representatives to
assure we find the best pastor
for Plymouth. Working through
our Association assures us
that the profiles we receive are
from credentialed and back-
ground checked individuals.
Also, by having all candidates
complete the same pastoral
profile, comparison is much
easier and thorough and our

committee will be able to proc-
ess information quickly.

What an exciting time in
the life of this church! Looking
forward! Dreaming! Visioning
a new day and a new time in
the life of Plymouth Church!
Just think what a new pastor
can bring to the life of the
church: new ideas, new ways
of reaching out into our com-
munity, and new ways of wor-
shiping and serving God, all
the while maintaining important
traditions. Plymouth has such
a bright future.

This is the time for us to
gather together, to worship,
pray, and play together as
God’s witnesses in this won-
derful place as we anticipate
that future. It's time for every
member and friend to truly......

BE THE CHURCH!

My Blessings for Our Future,

Joy



THANKSGIVING FUDGE
Plymouth Heavenly Fudge

Orders will be taken after Church
on Sundays,

October 30, November 6 and 13
Pick-up will be Sunday, Nov. 20th

$10 - 1 Pound Box
$5 - $ Pound Box

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP BOARD
IS CURRENTLY SELLING COUPON BOOKS FOR:

YOUNKER’S COMMUNITY DAYS 2011 EVENT ON
NOVEMBER 11 AND 12.

Buy a book from one of the
Women for $5 and you will
have $200 worth of coupons to
shop at Younkers! Women’s
Fellowship keeps all the money
they make to send to a charity.
Contact Betty Briggs (517-484-
2223) if you have any ques-

MEETING GUESTS - FYI

In the congregational tradition, all members of the
church are invited to at-
tend the meetings of any
board or committee or
council, unless that group
happens to be in execu-
tive session. In providing
this opportunity to mem-
bers, however, it is sometimes difficult for a group to follow
an agenda and do the work assigned to them when others
interrupt a meeting. We are working on a guideline that each
Board and Committee can follow, giving guests a spot on
each agenda for input. In the mean time, please call the chair
of a board if you wish to speak at a meeting, or wait for the
chair to call on you during a time assigned to guests. It will
make our work more efficient and save much meeting time.
Thanks.

FALL MEETING

OF THE CONGREGATION OF
PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2011 — 11:45 A.M.

In accordance with the legal requirements of the Corporation of

Plymouth Congregational Church of the City of Lansing, State of
Michigan, | do hereby call the Fall Meeting of the Congregation of
said Church to be held on Sunday, November 20, 2011, in the
Centrum of the Church at 11:45 a.m. to hear reports, and to
transact any other business proper and legal for such a meeting.

Dorothy Rice, Church Clerk




Dear Friends at Plymouth Church:

I want to thank everyone for their love and friendship to my
Dad and Mom over the years. They truly loved you in return!

Thank you for your prayers and continued support as I con-
tinue in their footsteps, and we all aim to walk in Jesus’ foot-
steps.

I have had many compliments on the service for Dad, and the
meal!

May God bless you alll
Love,

Sylvia Ropp

Thank you for the flowers and the card and all the many
prayers following my surgery.

Melynda Christle

CEMETERY PLOTS AVAILABLE

Some time ago Plymouth Congregational Church was
bequeathed five cemetery plots, a mausoleum and a single
garden plot at Deepdale Memorial Park. The Board of Trus-
tees would like to offer any of this space for sale to members
of Plymouth Congregational Church and to the public.

Please call the Church office at (517) 484-9495 for
more information.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2011, 6:45 PM
JOIN US FOR PizzA AND A MOVIE

Based on the old comic

CURRATTREV T TS N T USW M book stories, "Casper” is a

very friendly but very lonely

ghost. He lives in an old

mansion, that has seen bet-

ter days. He is not alone in

this huge house though, he

lives with his three very

nasty (but funny) uncles,

"Stretch", "Stinky" and

"Fatso". Casper only wants

someone to move in, so he

could have a friend, the un-

cles on the other hand, do

their very best to scare

away any visitors. So when

lla greedy woman inherits

the property, and believes

there is a buried treasure

inside, she hires an array of 'Ghostbusters' to rid the house

of all spirits. None seem to be able to handle this terrible

trio, until one day a ghost psychiatrist and his lonely daugh-

ter (also looking for a friend), move in and try to tame the

threesome. From there it's a fun and wild ride, and a touch-
ing story of friendship.




S BOOK REVIEW AND
DISCUSSION
- u Beginning January 2012, the
Board of Religious Education will be
offering a book review and discus-
sion of Liz Curtis Higgs’ “Slightly

Bad Girls of the Bible”. Let’s see

Bad Gll"lS what our ancient counterparts, such
as Sarah, Hagar, Rebekah, Leah,

Vof the! V. and Rachel have in common with

' ' today’s woman. Beginning date to

be determined. More information
in your next Church Life!!

lf-ﬁastoralh

& searc

The Church Council elected the following people to
serve on the Pastoral Search Committee:

Glen Anderson
Mary Bandfield
Ray Cook

Bill Draper

Clint Dunn
Charles Gabler
Margaret Hedlund
Deb Hoyt

Fred Miller

Autumn Pops VI

A fundraiser for the Greater Lansing
American Guild of Organists Scholarship
Fund

Sunday, November 6 3:00 p.m.
Okemos Presbyterian Church
Bennett and Okemos Rds., Okemos

7

Featuring varied performers and musical styles including
Dominic Kryst, 2011 Organ Scholarship Recipient

The Rosewood Wind Quintet

The Groesbeck Trio

Maprlene Brewbaker

The Gracewood Singers

Nicholas Lira

The Okemos Presbyterian Church Handbell Choir

And much more

Free-will offering to benefit the Scholarship Fund
Reception to follow
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BYLAWS

According to our Church Bylaws, pg. 17;
Article XV. Amendments

The Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the
Church, subject to the following conditions:

1. The proposed amendments shall have been published
to the membership at least thirty (30) days prior to the
meeting.

2. Two-thirds of voting members present vote for the
amendment.

This year's Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday,
November 20, following worship service.

You will find in the narthex, copies of proposed
amendments or you may find them on our website.

Bylaw Committee Members:

Marcia Anderson Jean Grof Margaret Hedlund

Marian Korroch Larry Koster Betsy Sessions
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PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Betsy Bledsoe and Dale Powell ,Vocalists
John Dale Smith, Pianist

In Concert

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2011, 7:00 PM
An evening of classical and musical theatre selections.

Admission: $12




ROAST BEEF DINNER
AND
TALENT SHOW

FROM THE BOARD OF BENEVOLE.

Our Benevolences year is starting anew with projects to aid
the world around us.

SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 19

+ We are gearing up for Shoebox Ministries

The National Collection Week is Novem-
ber 14-21. Use an empty shoebox/plastic
box to fill with personal items for a boy or
girl, ages 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14. Fill your box
with little gifts: school supplies [pens, pen-
cils, sharpeners, crayons, markers, solar
calculators], toys [small cars, dolls, balls, mini Etch A
Sketch, yo-yos, harmonicas, jump ropes], hygiene items
[toothbrush/paste, comb, washcloth, mild bar soap], or
other things, such as t-shirts, socks, ball caps, flashlights
[with extra batteries], and a personal note if you like. Do
not include used/damaged items, war related items or toy
weapons, chocolate/food, liquids/lotions, medication or
breakables. Please donate $7 for each shoebox to cover
shipping. Drop off your boxes at church the week before-
October 30-November 6. See Nancy Bandfield for more
information.

\J s 11/22/11...that’s the day
Thanksgwmg Baskets that we pack and distribute
Thanksgiving Baskets. We set
a goal to feed 60 families, up
from last year’s 55. Want to
help? It's easy and fun. See Pat Carrow.

We’'ll participate in Operation Santa again,
working with area social workers to give
kids a Christmas they ordinarily wouldn’t
have. More info to come in the near future.

6:00 PM

Tickets:
Adults: $!0
Children 10 & under $6

Tickets may be purchased from
the Church office
or following worship.

Please call the Church office at 484-9495
to sign up for the Talent Show.




THANK YOU WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP!

Thank you to everyone who brought items and to those
who worked at the Garage Sale. It was a great success!!

The Garage Sale made a net profit of $3,108.70
which Women’s Fellowship donated to the
Church Operating Fund.

y «‘{m ‘ er

NCES—OPPORTUNITY AND NEEDS

+ Don’t forget the Mitten Tree. New mittens, hats
and scarves for the children of Fairview
School. Get those knitting needles out!

We are making a commitment to our friends at the

Greater Lansing Food Bank. They have put out a call for help
after one of their 3 refrigeration trucks was destroyed in a
senseless act of vandalism. We are selling water and other
refreshments at the Plymouth Concert Series. That $1 you
spend on a bottle of water is going directly to the Food Bank to
help defray the costs associated with purchasing another vehi-
cle. Our first concert saw us earning $100! [the heat is good
for SOME things!!!] So, keep coming to the concerts, tell your
friends and keep drinking! [the water that is!]

Samaritan’s Purse is a constant and quiet presence wherever
Christ is needed in our conflicted world. They are asking us to
pray. We can do that. They are currently focusing on rebuild-
ing 300 homes in Japan that were flooded but the foundations
are intact. They have provided over 3,000displaced families
with household kits.

There are several part time security positions open at the Ma-
plewood Shelter for Women and Children. Candidates must
be detail oriented and able to sit or stand for long periods of
time. The job entails surveillance of the security cameras,
making periodic rounds of the building, and ensuring the
safety of those whom the mission serves. Overnight shifts are
available on weekdays and day shifts are available on week-
ends. If you desire to assist in the ministry of rescue, submit
your application on the “contact us” page of the website:
BeARescuer.com or call 517.485.0145 for more info.

FYI: Want to check out the integrity of a charity? Go to
www.charitynavigator.org.



STEWARDSH)CJATION PLANS

(Delivered by Rev. Baum

Several months ago at a Positive Vision Committee meeting, we
discussed needs of the congregation. The members of this commit-
tee are a true blessing as they represent every aspect of church
membership — oldest and with the most tenure to youngest and
newest members. Like our at-large council members, they keep
their eyes and ears to the heart of the congregation, looking for new
ideas for ministry to build the Kingdom of God.

One of the issues that arose was the feeling of some newer
members that long time members with a history even at the down-
town church felt less included and of less value at times. Many long
time members made a point of prefacing their input at meetings with
their length of membership, and those newer members felt that per-
haps they then had less influence.

We began to explore patterns of church membership over
the years and realized that as with churches all over the country,
church membership in larger churches had often fallen and perhaps
it had to do with attitude and a lack of a sense of belonging even
more than pastoral or congregational leadership.

Rex Sessions sits on that committee and actually named the
committee! Rex shared with us the meaning of many of the sym-
bols in the church and gave us a history of building the new facility —
how decisions were made and what went into that great effort. We
were so impressed that | asked Rex if he would be willing to share
that information with the congregation on a Sunday morning so that
everyone might have an opportunity to know the history and feel a
sense of belonging and a sense of ownership in this great church
we call Plymouth Congregational.

As the Trustees began to plan the challenge of stewardship
for the congregation this year, | recognized that the church sits at
the precipice of a new day. We’ve accomplished so much during
the past year and tried to live within a tight budget, but it is clear that
we have to united as a congregation and we must take a leap of
faith. We have to work together toward a common goal of doing
the work of Christ.

While Rex is here this morning to help us feel part of this
great church — past, present and future, we must focus our energies
and our hearts to look outward rather than inward.
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Both Helen and Debbie attended the national conference
in June with Rev. Baumgartner and are delighted to serve in
this capacity.

Along with attending the corporate meeting, Helen, Debbie
and Joy attended various workshops offered during the con-
ference days. Helen and Joy attended the workshop focused
on the resources available through the National Association
for churches searching for a minister. The session was a help-
ful refresher on the valuable assistance available to our
church, including the assistance with church profile prepara-
tion, advertising and receiving profiles from ministerial candi-
dates. They returned with resources for our search committee
who will meet with a representative of the NA.

The Rev. Barry Szymanski offered a wonderful workshop
attended by Rev. Baumgartner which focused on training and
working with volunteers and dealing with conflict within deci-
sion making bodies in the church. Debbie attended a work-
shop on music and brought home many resources and will be
working with John Dale Smith and others in our music pro-
gram to bring new and fresh perspectives to music in the
church.

All in all, the conference was a great success, with the
Strategic Plan being accepted overwhelmingly by the confer-
ence attendees. The Committee now continues to “put flesh
on the bones” and will continue to receive input from our
churches as they design an effective and meaningful strategy
for our churches to work together, play together and pray to-
gether. Please keep our National Association staff and leaders
in your prayers as they continue this process, and celebrate
with Debra and Helen, who have been elected by our Church
Council to serve as our representatives to the National Asso-
ciation for this year.

Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner
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NATIONAL ASSCIP MESSAGE

The most essential and exciting part of the National Asso-
ciation meeting this summer was the debate over the new
STRATEGIC PLAN. A committee had been formed in 2010
to formulate a of action to strengthen member churches and to
help churches in the National Association to be better con-
nected, thus strengthening the entire organization.

The proposal involves three components: Congregational
Growth, which includes bringing more churches into the NA
and empowering youth leadership within the churches; Con-
gregational Vitality including ministry development and sup-
port, assistance with the pastoral search process, stewardship
resources and assistance, and assistance for churches in de-
veloping their own strategic plans; and Congregational Out-
reach including involvement in local, national and international
missions, and nurturing relationships with other religious or-
ganizations.

This plan gives much more flexibility to the NA in terms of
services available to member churches and the plan proposes
a reduction of the number of people in the leadership team
and at the same time engages more people in our local con-
gregations in delivering services by utilizing non-staff re-
sources. In other words, churches will be assisting other
churches, instead of depending on the national staff to provide
resources and assistance.

The goal is to maintain a line of communication with mem-
ber churches throughout the year. Each church will choose
one or two delegates who are able to share ideas or issu7es
of concern from their congregations and also keep their
churches informed of news and activities occurring in the Na-
tional Association. Our Church Council has elected Debra
Hoyt Hawkins and Helen Elliott to act as our delegates for
this year.
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jyartner October 16, 2011)

While we sit in this beautiful Centrum with stained glass, gold
crosses and candelabra and altar paraments, we are surrounded by
families who live day to day, hoping and praying that they will be
able to feed their children just one nutritious meal a day or keep a
roof over their heads for one more month.

Each year, we begin this stewardship time by talking about
OUR needs and of course that means providing this facility and
staff, looking at our costs of doing Christ’'s work. We have to be
practical. But | believe we’re going about this all wrong. David
asked the right question last week in his sermon: “Is what we're
doing building the Kingdom of God?” If we intend to do that, what
will it look like? That is the premise behind the Positive Vision
Committee. What ideas can we generate that will assist each minis-
try do the work of Christ?

As we begin to look closely at the gift we will present to God
this year through our Church, | believe we must serious go to our
God first and ask God what portion of all we have been given
should be shared? If the gifts are for God, shouldn’t God be in-
volved in our decision? If we are going to represent Christ in the
world, then all this beauty is but a reminder of God’s grace and gen-
erosity, isn’t it?

We are a congregation made up of new and old members,
young and aged, happy and sad, conservative and liberal,, tradi-
tional and new age. But we are a family! Today we begin the proc-
ess of deciding — making a promise to support the ministry of Christ
through our Church. These are faith promises — witnesses to our
faith and love for God.

We have an opportunity to pledge our support to bring a new
pastor into this family, to educate and bring music into the lives of
our children, to give to others that we might make a difference in the
world around us rather than be insulated and isolated. We have a
chance to move into the future as a healthy, giving and loving
Church.

As we sit prayerfully and carefully with our faith promise
cards, my hope is that we will focus first on Christ and Christ’s call
to ministry. Building Christ’s Kingdom must always come first.
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NOVEMBER 2011

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
9:30 Matinee Musicale 4:00  Youth Music Gr. K-5 Church Office Closed
12:15 Women'’s Fellowship 12:30 No Day But Today 4:45  Youth Music Gr. 6-12
Luncheon 1:00 Matinee Musicale 5:30  Youth Music Gr. K-5
3:00 Library Committee Recital 6:30  Bell Choir
7:00 Polio Survivors Support | 7:30  Plymouth Choir
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:30 Living the Question 9:30 Lansing Matinee 7:.00  Election 8:00 Men’s Morning Manna 9:00 Michigan Garden Church Office Closed 9:00 Lay Ministers
9:30 Youth Group Musicale Board 12:30 No Day But Today Clubs Retreat
10:30 Worship 9:30  Matinee Musicale 1:00 Alzheimer Support
10:30 Sunday School 12:00 Interracial Fellowship | 9:30  Capital Area Group 2:.00 Bylaws Committee
11:30 Social Hour Music Teachers 4:00  Youth Music Gr. K-5
11:45 Pilgrim Fellowship 1:00  Rose Standish 4:45  Youth Music Gr. 6-12
11:45 Board of Music Circle 7:00 Mary Brewster Circle 5:30  Youth Music Gr. K-5
2:00 Life Christian Church 6:30  Bell Choir
7:00 Omni Series Concert 7:30  Plymouth Choir
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:30 Living the Question 9:30 Matinee Musicale 10:00 Alzheimer Male Church Office Closed
9:30 Youth Group 12:00 Low Vision Support Caregivers Support Gr
10:30 Service of Glory Group
10:30 Sunday School 12:30  Women’s Fellowship | 12:30 No Day But Today 6:00 Roast Beef
11:45 Potluck Luncheon Board 4:00  Youth Music Gr. K-5 Dinner & Talent
11:45 Bd of Benevolences 4:45  Youth Music Gr. 6-12 Show
2:00 Matinee Musicale 5:30  Youth Music Gr. K-5 6:45 Movie Night
Concert 7:00 Board of Trustees 6:30  Bell Choir
2:00 Life Christian Church | 7:00 Lansing Storytellers 7:00 Church Council 6:00 Girlfriends 7:30  Plymouth Choir
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:30 Living the Question 9:30  Matinee Musicale 8:00 Men’s Morning Manna Church Office Closed 10:30 Positive
9:30 Youth Group Thanksgiving Vision
10:30  Worship 12:30 No Day But Today Committee
10:30 Sunday School
11:45 Social Hour
11:45 FALL MEETING
1:00 Decorate Church
2:00 Life Christian Church
27 28 29 30 PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
9:30 Living the Question 9:30  Matinee Musicale 12:30 No Day But Today 2001 E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE
9:30 Youth Group L : M 48912-328é
10:30  Worship ANSING, MICHIGAN
10:30 Sunday School Phone: (517) 484-9495
11:30  Social Hour Fax: (517) 484-2588
11:45 Bd. of Religious Ed 7:00 Lay Ministers
2:00 Life Christian Church
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