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PLYMOUTH  CHURCH LIFE  
August 30, 2011 

PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
Lansing, MI 48912-3286 

Phone: (517) 484-9495 ï Fax: (517) 484-2588 
 revjoyb@aol.com     pastor@plymouthlansing.org 

        Music@PlymouthLansing.org    Secretary@PlymouthLansing.org  
Accountant@PlymouthLansing.org    Sexton@PlymouthLansing.org 

Web Site: http://www.PlymouthLansing.org 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2011 

10:30 AM 
 

ñHOSPITALITYò 

REV. JOY A. B AUMGARTNER  

 GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 10:40-42                           

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2011 

10:30 AM 

ñEVERY PARENTôS NIGHTMAREò 

REV. JOY A. B AUMGARTNER  

GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 2:41-52 

mailto:revjoyb@aol.com
mailto:pastor@plymouthlansing.org
mailto:Music@PlymouthLansing.org
mailto:Secretary@PlymouthLansing.org
mailto:Accountant@PlymouthLansing.org
mailto:Sexton@PlymouthLansing.org
http://www.plymouthlansing.org/
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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 4, 2011                                        Ten -thirty Oôclock 

Liturgist  .............................................................. Charles Gabler 

Greeters  .. Mike Bushnell, Gretta Delaney and Morgan Glasscoe 

Social Hour Hostesses  ............. Helen Elliott and Katie Jackson 

Altar Guild  ........................................................... Marcia Cornell 

The flowers at the altar are given in loving memory of Ed-
ward W. Moore by Dawn Moore.  
 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 11, 2011                                      Ten -thirty Oôclock 

Liturgist  ........................................................ Catherine Hawkins 

Greeters  ..................................... Lisa Bolton-Hunt and Rob Hunt 

Altar Guild  ........................................................ Bunny McComb 

The flowers at the altar are given in moving memory of 
Miles D. Grant, Jr. by Barbara Grant and family.  

PICNIC POTLUCK  
Sunday, September 11  

Following Worship  
 

The Board of Deacons will be providing 
hot dogs, buns, potato chips,  and ice. 

Table service will be provided.  
 

Please bring a dish to pass.  

 
Sponsored by the Board of Deacons 
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REV. JOY BAUMGARTNER, INTERIM MINISTER 
2216 Wood Street, Lansing, MI 48912 

Home Phone: (517) 721-1306 --  Cell (in emergency) (517) 899-6784 
revjoyb@aol.com                            pastor@plymouthlansing.org 

 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR PLYMOUTH CHURCH FAMILY  
 

ST. MARY MERCY HOSPITAL, LIVONIA, MICHIGAN  
Nancy Cayo 

HOLT SENIOR CARE & REHAB CENTER, HOLT 
Ruth Fransisco 

BURCHAM HILLS 
Erdine Phillips 
Catherine Stow 

Tom Tabler 

TIMBER RIDGE SENIOR ASSISTANT LIVING 

HOME 

Rev. Joy Baumgartner Linda Klikman (friend of Clayton Ropp) 
Jeanne Bolton Dawn Moore 
     (Lisa Bolton-Huntôs step-mother) Barbara OôNeal (Lisa Bolton-Huntôs aunt) 

Kathy Caulder (friend of Brynna Bolley) Marlene Patterson 

Maritza Christle (Melynda Christleôs aunt) Allen Ropp (Clayton Roppôs brother) 

Mark Christle (Melynda Christleôs cousin) Royal Snyder (Clayton Roppôs cousin) 

Bunny Gruhn (Marcia Andersonôs sister) Eleanor Thede (friend of Marilyn Hastings) 

Marilyn Hastings Gary Thomas 

Lisa Bolton-Hunt Heather Weldon 

    (in care student, away on internship)     (granddaughter of Marilyn Hastings) 

Katie Jackson  

  

SERVING IN THE MILITARY IN AFGHANISTAN 
Kenneth Smith, U.S. Air Force (cousin of Bonnie Rose) 

OTHER MILITARY SERVICE 
John Chain, Jr. (nephew of David Chain) Coast Guard 

David Granger, Fort Campbell, KYðWELCOME HOME 
Adam Hedlund (grandson of David & Margaret Hedlund) U.S. Air Force, Langley, VA 

Jeffrey Rose-Fellows, U.S. Navy, Pensacola, FL (grandson of Bonnie Rose) 
Ray Underwood (nephew of glen & Marcia Anderson) WELCOME HOME 

  

mailto:revjoyb@aol.com
mailto:pastor@plymouthlansing.org
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                                  THE CHURCH STAFF______________   

Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Interim Minister  

Rev. David Bandfield, Associate Minister John Dale Smith, Dir. of Music/Comm./Events 

Lisa Bolton-Hunt, Assistant Minister Dr. Penny Draper, Assôt Director of Music 

Margaret Wallin, Assistant Minister Tina M. Thompson, Financial Secretary 
Betty Briggs, Director of Rel. Ed. Ronald L. Silky, Sexton 

Joan Chandler, Administrative Assistant James J. Triantaflos, Assôt. Sexton 

 Many thanks to dear 

friends for messages received in 

cards, emails, and calls. Staying 

on top of shingles is a challenge!  
 

   Marian Korroch   
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REV. JOY BAUMGARTNER  

PASTORôS PASSAGE 

 PATIENCE! The declara-
tion of that word stops us 
short. We live in a world of 
ñinstant everythingò where we 
want what we want when we 
want it and no one should 
stand in our way. And yet, so 
much that happens during a 
lifetime requires us to wait. 
Wait and see. Wait and heal.  
Hurry up and wait! I have dis-
covered during my lifetime that 
patience is not my greatest as-
set, whether in every day life, 
or in my physical or even spiri-
tual life. I tend to be a person 
who likes to put together a 
plan, gather those with a pas-
sion for that particular project 
or idea, and move toward com-
pletion. But of course, whether 
in our spiritual lives where we 
want to deepen our relation-
ship with God, or the healing  
of our bodies, we sometimes 
have to extend our time line.    
 That has certainly been 
true as I have been recovering 
from my knee surgery. With 
the vascular issue in my right 

leg, the surgery and healing 
has been compromised and is 
taking a little longer than I an-
ticipated. It is such a pleasure 
to walk back into this building 
this morning and sit at my desk 
and prepare this article. 
 But the issue of pa-
tience is also leering its head 
as we look forward to the 
search process for a new sen-
ior minister this year. We have 
been in healing and organizing 
modes for so many months, 
attempting to bring our congre-
gation together as a family and 
work together as Christôs peo-
ple to do the ministry we are 
called to do as well as recon-
nect us with the National Asso-
ciation of Congregational 
Christian Churches. Since they 
will be our liaison in seeking 
and finding a pastor best 
suited to our congregational 
church, it is vital that we use 
their resources and guidance 
in the process. When a search 
committee is called this next 
month, they will begin their 
work in earnest, putting to-
gether the church profile for 
approval by the council, de-
signing ads for Christian peri-
odicals for ministers, and then 
giving updates to the congre-
gation as their work pro-
gresses. But this will require  

Continued on Page 4 
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PASTORôS PASSAGE 

Continued from Page 3 
 

great restraint and patience by the congregation. 
 Because of the confidential nature of the search process, 
the committee can update you on the process ï ads being 
placed, letters being sent, profiles being analyzed, etc. But 
they cannot give you any information on any candidate, where 
the candidates are from, etc. It is simply unethical for them to 
do so and can ruin the reputation and relationship of a pastor 
with his/her present congregation should someone discover 
the name of a candidate. A Pastor must be able to pursue in-
terest in a move without disrupting his/her present ministry. So 
please understand that the committee is not being ñsecretiveò 
but rather ethical in their work. 
 One thing you must know, however, is that patience in 
every process is a blessing. Taking time, thinking through the 
process, checking all contingencies, and moving slowly and 
steadily pays off whether in ministry or in life. Follow the proc-
ess, and God will guide us in just the right direction. A blessing 
awaits us all!  
 BE THE CHURCH      
  My Love and Blessings, 

     JOY         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2011 

 
JOIN US FOR PIZZA AND A MOVIE 
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CALENDAR  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2011 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2011 

 9:30 AM Living the Questions  9:30 AM Living the Questions 

 9:45 AM Youth Group Discussion  9:45 AM Youth Group Discussion 

 10:30 AM Worship  10:30 AM Service of Glory 

 10:30 AM Sunday School  10:30 AM Sunday School 

 11:30 AM Social Hour  11:45 AM Social Hour 

  3:00 PM Mozart Requiem 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2011  

  Labor Day MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2011 
  Church Office Closed  8:30 AM Greater Lansing 

   Garden Club 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2011  9:30 AM Matinee Musicale Board 

 1:00 PM Library Committee  7:00 PM Board of Trustees  
 7:00 PM Mozart Requiem Rehearsal  7:00 PM Lansing Storytellers 

   

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2011 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2011 
 12:30 PM No Day But Today (NA)  9:30 AM Capital Area Music 
   Teachers Assoc. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2011  4:30 PM Board of Music 

 2:00 PM Bylaws Committee  

 7:30 PM Plymouth Choir WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2011 
  8:00 AM Menôs Morning Manna 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2011  12:30 PM No Day But Today (NA) 

 9:00 AM Mozart Requiem Rehearsal  1:00 PM Alzheimer Support   

   7:00 PM Mary Brewster Circle 
  
 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2011 
  9:00 AM Michigan Garden Clubs 
  6:30 PM Bell Choir 
  7:30 PM Plymouth Choir 
  
 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,. 2011 
  9:00 AM Call to Action Seminar 

        There is an opening fon September 18, 2011 for 
flowers to be placed at the altar in memory or in 
honor of a loved one. 
       Please call Marcia Olds at 336-0439 or the 
church office at 484-9495 
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W ANTED !  
Quality, Used Items for Plymouthõs 

N EARLY  N EW  GARAGE  SALE  

FRIDAY , O CT . 21, 9 AM  ð 6 PM  

SATURDAY , O CT . 22, 9 AM -N OON  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer a little of your time. We need people to 
mark, sell, set-up, take-down, and much more.  
 

Call the Church office at 484-9495 to volunteer. 

 

What do we need?  
 

 
 

You may bring your jewelry now to the Church office.  

Toys Strollers Cribs 
Highchairs Clothing (infant & Youth) Fans 

Radios Toasters Blenders 
Irons Bikes Skates 

Dishes Glasses Towels 
Small Furniture Lamps Chairs 
Rugs Christmas Ornaments Kitchen Items 
Post, Pans Flatware Tools 

Pictures Home Decorations Yard Tools 
Baskets Jewelry Etc., etc., etc. 
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FROM YOUR BOARD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION... 
 

 Donôt forget Harvest Sun-
day, September 11, 2011 !. This 

will be a special picnic potluck 
luncheon. The Board of Deacons 
will be providing hot dogs, buns, po-
tato chips,  and ice. Table service 
will be provided. Please bring a dish 
to pass. To celebrate Harvest Sun-

day, the Board of Religious Education will offer several out-
door games for young and not so young. We hope you can all 
make it and enjoy the day! 

 Our first Vacation Bible School  in many years was 

very successful. We would 
like to invite the parents and 
volunteers to attend our next 
meeting so the Board may 
hear your feedback and pos-
sible suggestions for next 
year. The next meeting of the 
Board of Religious Education 
is Sunday, September 25, 
2011. Please stop by. 

 The Board is hoping to start a 

new Young Menôs Ministry with 

David Chain as facilitator. David will dis-
cuss topics such as friendship, dealing 
with lifeôs challenges, and any other top-
ics that may be of interest to the young 
men of Plymouth.  Community involve-
ment and outreach is a goal. Meetings 
will be once a month on Glory Sunday. 

 Christmas Play Practice  will be starting soon!  Look 

for news in the next Church Life. 
 

 Many exciting projects are in the wings! 



6 15 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER SUNDAY  
SEPTEMBER 25 

DURING   COFFEE HOUR 

 
 Volunteer Sunday will be an opportunity for anyone 

who volunteers at the many places in the Greater Lansing 

area to let others know about your service and recruit 

some volunteers. Examples include local hospitals and na-

ture centers.  

 Let Joan (484 -9495) know if you would like some 

space or handouts or just inform others so enough space 

will be available.  

 For questions please call Helen Elliott at 323 -5095 

or Dorothy Rice at 321 -4250.  
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Thursday, September 8th  

7:30 PM  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Plymouth's Bell Choir begins rehearsing on Thursday, 
September 15 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. and this is an opportune 
time to join us. If you have the strength to swing a small bell, 
can count from 1-6, and fit our rehearsals into your schedule, 
we welcome you to try us out.  For more information call 
Penny Draper at 351-4632 (English-sounding answering ma-
chine). 
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MOZARTôS REQUIEM 
Sunday, September 11, 2011  

3:00 PM 

 Plymouth Congregational Church will be hosting the 
Mozart's Requiem on Sunday, September 11, 2011 at 3:00 
PM. 
 The chorus has 150 singers from 34 choirs around Michi-
gan including Ann Arbor, Detroit, Mt. Pleasant, Kalamazoo, 
and places in between. At least 32 communities in the US and 
around the world are participating in this Rolling Requiem pro-
ject. The performance at Plymouth will be directed by Dr. Nina 
Nash-Robertson, director of choral activities at Central Michi-
gan University. The organizer for the project is Meredith Bo-
wen, director of Sistrum (Lansing Womenôs Chorus). She and 
Doug Armstead, director of Steiner Chorale, have assisted 
with the rehearsals, and John Dale Smith has played a sup-
porting role. 
 The Plymouth choir members who will be singing in the 
Mozart Requiem are Glen Anderson, Lydia Erickson, Chuck 
Gabler, Ira Purchis and Mary Robison. Marcia Anderson is 
playing in the orchestra. 
 Proceeds from the $5 donation will go to 9/11 charities. 

OMNI  ARTS  
Sunday, September 18, 2011 - 7:00 PM  

 

Plymouth Congregational Church  
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R EMEMBERING  9/11:  
A M OSAIC  OF  FAITH  EXPRESSIONS  

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2011 
4:30 PMð6:00 PM 

 
East Lansing Hannah Community Center  

Auditorium  
819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI  

 

 The Lansing Clergy Asso-
ciation will offer a service of re-
flections, songs, poetry and art 
to commemorate the 10th anni-
versary of the 9/11 attacks.  
 
 Admission is free. Refresh-
ments will follow. All are wel-
come. 

Girlfriends 
Wednesday, September 21   ð  6:00 PM 

At Vinaigrettes 
940 Elmwood Rd., Lansing 48917 

 
Please call the Church office at 484-9495  

to make your reservation. 

13 

 

 

FROM YOUR LIBRARY COMMITTEEé (CONTINUED) 
 
 Nowadays we take reading for 
granted, but back in the 1800s 
learning to read wasnôt as easy for 
some of us as it is now. ñMore 
than Anything Elseò by Marie 
Bradby  shows us that when a per-
son makes a decision to do some-
thing, nothing can stop them. Nine-
year old Booker wanted to learn to 
read.  Few people knew how in 
Malden, West Virginia in 1865.  
Booker worked at the saltworks 
with his father and brother.  One day his Mama gave him a 
book of the alphabet, though try as he might, he couldnôt un-
derstand it. He found a man reading the newspaper and the 
man helped him learn the alphabet. This young boy with a 
burning desire was Booker T. Washington and his reading 
opened doors for him during very hard times This is a chil-
drenôs book, but young and old alike will enjoy the story and 
the lovely pictures. 

B I-WEEKLY  CLOTHING  CLOSET  
SEPTEMBER  7 ñ  SEPTEMBER  21  

 

 Plymouthôs Clothing Closet located 
on the lower level will be open Wednes-
days,  September 7 and 21 from 10 AM un-
til 1 PM for anyone needing gently used 
clothing. Please come help yourself. Some-
one will be there to assist you. 
 You may bring clothing to be given 

to the Clothes Closet on Sundays or during regular church 
office hoursð8 a.m.ð5 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays. 
There is  a need of clothing for children and men.  
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FROM YOUR LIBRARY  COMMITTEEé 

 
 
 

 ñThe Sowerôs Seedsò by Brian Cavanaugh, T.O.R., is a 
compilation of ñinspiring stories for preaching, teaching and 
public speaking.ò One example is a story of an old gentleman 

who shops in an antique store. 
When leaving, the ownerôs wife says 
how much she enjoys his visits. Her 
husband says to be sure and tell the 
gentleman when he next returns. 
The following summer the gentle-
manôs daughter stops in and the 
wife exclaims how much she has 
enjoyed the visits. The daughter tells 
that her father passed during the 
year.  ñSince that day, whenever I 
think of something particularly nice 
about people, I tell them. I might 
never get another chanceò replied 

the shopkeeperôs wife. A good lesson learned.  This is one of 
many books that were donated by the Rev. David Bandfield 
to Plymouthôs Library. It is located in the Pastoral Care sec-
tion.  
 ñGood News Qôs ï Questions That Bring the Gospels 
to Lifeò by Fred Keiser is a book for daily reading - ña year-
long adventure through the first four books of the New Testa-
ment.ò The ñGood News Qôsò prompts us to consider what 
the ñGood Newsò is and what it means in our daily lives. By 
reading the Bible passage given, thinking about the passage, 
and what it means in our own life, then looking at the ques-
tions given,  we may find answers that help us grow in our 
Bible study. This is another of the books that were donated 
by the Rev. David Bandfield to Plymouthôs Library. It is lo-
cated in the Pastoral Care section. 
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HAVE YOU NOTICED SOMETHING  
DIFFERENT IN WEST LOUNGE?  

 
 
 
 

 Look closely. You will see that the drapes now fit the 
windows. They were washed, measured, cut to size, stitched 
and re-hung. 
 Marie and Dave DeVries took the drapes home to be 
laundered. Windows and heating units were cleaned by 
David. Measure and cutting of the drapes was done by Daun 
Ketcheson. Marieôs trusty sewing machine stitched the new 
hems. A number of hours and a few days were needed to 
complete this project. 

Donõt forget your loose change for the offering 

plate on Sundays. This loose change is for the 

Sunday School Missions outreach.  
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We are making a commitment to our friends at the Greater 
Lansing Food Bank. They have put out a call for help after one 
of their 3 refrigeration trucks was destroyed in a senseless act 
of vandalism. We are selling water and other refreshments at 
the Plymouth Concert Series. That $1 you spend on a bottle of 
water is going directly to the Food Bank to help defray the 
costs associated with purchasing another vehicle. Our first 
concert saw us earning $100! [the heat  is good for SOME 
things!!!] So, keep coming to the concerts, tell your friends and 
keep drinking! [the water that is!]  
 
These restaurants provided meals gratis or at a greatly dis-
counted rate to City Rescue Mission during its kitchen renova-
tions: Applebees [S Cedar], Amyôs Catering, Fazoliôs [W 
Saginaw], Sultanôs [EL], Texas Roadhouse, Famous Taco, 
Spuds, Blimpies [E Michigan], South Church [Chef Randy], 
Turkey Man & Maryôs Homestyle Catering. Itôs good to know 
some of the business that share the Benevolences load. And 
donôt forget Meijer [Lake Lansing Road]. 
 
There is growing violence in the Sudan. Over 60,000 people 
have been displaced, many 
killed, churches burned. Japan 
continues to experience earth-
quakes. Samaritanôs Purse is a 
constant and quiet presence 
wherever Christ is needed in our 
conflicted world. They are asking 
us to pray. We can do that. 

 

The Lansing Area Aids Network Walk will 

be held Sunday, September  25. Envelopes 
are on the table in the hallway. See Chuck 
Gabler for more info. 

 OPPORTUNITY  AND  N EEDS  
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 OPPORTUNITY  AND  N EEDS  

Thank you for all your contributions to 
this yearôs backpack drive. We were 
able to donate 18 new backpacks and 
supplies to needy school children.  
 

 
The 2011 Lansing Walk to End Alz-

heimerôs will be held on Sunday, September 18 at M.S.U.ôs 
Auditorium Field. Register a team, join a team or sponsor a 
team. For more info call 999-3336 or email www.alz.org/mglc. 
 

NURSERY ATTENDANT NEEDED 
 The Board of Religious Education is asking for your help 
in the Nursery through the month of September.  Our current 
Nursery Attendant will return in October, meanwhile we would 
appreciate your assistance.  Please sign up for one Sunday  
through September 25th.  A signup sheet will be available at 
a table near the Vacation Bible School table. 
 If you are available for more than one Sunday, wonderful!!  
The duties of a Nursery Attendant are to be available from 
10:15am ï 11:45am Sundays and provide love and affection 
for any child 3 years of age or younger. Many toys are avail-
able for the children to play with! You are able to hear the 
service in the Nursery so you wonôt miss much at all! Thank 
you for your help these next few weeks.   

 Betty Briggs, Director of Religious Education. 


